
   Research in Support of  

Summer Projects 

Why students are assigned summer projects? 

To create a seamless transition between grades, Piscataway Township School District 

has implemented summer projects in order to bridge the learning that happens from 

year to year.  “Summer slide” can be prevented by involving students in academic work 

during the summer months.   

Supporting research can be reviewed below. 

Excerpt from Reading is Fundamental Website  

National Summer Learning Association’s facts on Summer Learning 

 “Experts agree that children who read during the summer gain reading skills, while those who 

do not often slide backward.  According to the authors of a report from the National Summer 

Learning Association: “A conservative estimate of lost instructional time is approximately two 

months or roughly 22 percent of the school year…It’s common for teachers to spend at least a 

month re-teaching material that students have forgotten over the summer.  That month of re-

teaching eliminates a month that could have been spent on teaching new information and 

skills.” 

 All young people experience learning losses when they do not engage in educational 

activities during the summer.  Research spanning 100 years shows that students typically 

score lower on standardized tests at the end of summer vacation than they do on the same 

tests at the beginning of the summer (White, 1906; Heyns, 1978; Entwisle & Alexander 

1992; Downey et al, 2004). 

 Most students lose about two month of grade level equivalency in mathematical 

computation skills over the summer months.  Low income students also lose more than two 

months in reading achievement, despite the fact that their middle-class peers make slight 

gains (Cooper, 1996). 

http://www.rif.org/us/literacy-resources/articles/keeping-kids-off-the-summer-slide.htm
http://www.summerlearning.org/?page=know_the_facts


“Slowing the Summer Slide” by Lorna Smith.  Educational Leadership December 2011/January 2012 issue  

Excerpts from Crystal Yednak’s article “Math’s Steep Summer Slide: How Far Behind is your Child?” 

 

 

The Campaign for Grade-Level Reading, a collaborative effort among dozens of foundations, 

lists summer learning loss as one of the three major obstacles to reading proficiency at the end 

of 3rd grade (Gewertz, 2011).  (The others are children starting kindergarten unprepared to 

succeed and chronic absenteeism in the early grades.)  This early learning gap has far-reaching 

negative consequences.  According to a recent study by the Annie E. Casey Foundation, “one in 

six children who are not reading proficiently in 3rd grade do not graduate from high school on 

time, a rate four times greater than that for proficient readers” (Hernandez, 2011, p.3). 

Researchers say on average kids lose 1.8 months of math skills during summer break. 

 

The loss of math knowledge affects every kind of kid.  “Whether you are a low-income child or 

a high-income child, you lose math knowledge or skills at the same rate over the summer,” says 

Catherine Augustine, senior policy researcher for the RAND Corporation, which released a 2011 

report on the summer learning slide.  It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out why kids’ 

math slide is so steep: reading is more naturally woven into a child’s daily life; math, not so 

much. “Even though we as adults use mathematics every day of our lives, I’m not sure kids do,” 

says Linda Gojak, president of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM).  Tasks 

like balancing the checkbook or price comparing while shopping are hardly part of a child’s day-

to-day life when school is out.  A kid’s math deficit during vacation is made worse because 

keeping math skills sharp takes more rigor and focus than simply picking up a book to pass a 

lazy summer day.  Math, points out Augustine, requires a student to follow carefully a specific 

set of steps.  Without a tutor, teacher, or parent reminding a student to do each step, most 

students have a tough time tackling math problems on their own. 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/dec11/vol69/num04/Slowing-the-Summer-Slide.aspx
http://www.greatschools.org/students/activities/slideshows/6928-math-summer-learning-loss.gs

